
THAT THE MAJORITY of New Zealand’s building consents have 
been coming out of Auckland and Christchurch in the past 
few years has been a given for the entire hardware channel and 
particularly in the building supplies category. 

And, while most of the major players report continued strong 
growth in their business, this hasn’t been without some major 
concerns for the present and the future.

Building Industry Federation’s (BIF) Bruce Kohn paints a 
clear image of the industry as it stands in late 2015.

“Members have been busy with high activity levels with 
very high demand in Auckland which continues to grow and 
a settling down of demand from the residential sector in 
Christchurch. 

“To some extent the Christchurch situation is eased by the 
ongoing commercial building down there but in Auckland 
competition is very intense and there is a constant squeeze on 
margins,” Kohn says.

Starting from the top of the home, Triumph’s Jack Rae has 

seen good growth across all of the company’s galvanised steel 
fl ashings, soakers and louvre vents but isn’t taking the demand 
in Auckland for granted.

“� ere is always competition from diff erent types of 
construction and from alternative products. And as market 
leaders in our category, we look to see continued utilisation of 
the E2/AS1 regulations in all types of building.”

MORE BUSINESS MEANS MORE COMPETITION
Over at Autex, National Sales Manager Andrew 
Stephenson reports that the market has been a “mixed bag” 
over the last year.

“� e biggest issue for us is, even though the general market 
is up, more companies are going direct to the construction 
companies which is cutting out the merchant and driving 
down margin.”

Fortress Fasteners’ Dan Lawrence voices similar concerns 
in his neck of the woods: “While Fortress has experienced solid 
growth over the last 12 months in virtually all areas of supply to 
the building merchants, as this is our exclusive avenue to market 
we are under immense pressure to stay ahead of the game – 
particularly in a price-driven environment where a number of 
fastening companies are now selling direct to builders, lowering 
the overall market value of the category.

“If consumers get caught up in a price-sensitive market, 
suppliers will then look to remove cost out of the product to 
maintain margin and profi tability. � is will then cheapen the 
product, aff ecting its performance capacity and durability.”

Is a quest for “affordability” 
actually opening the

FLOODGATES?
The building sector continues to see 
robust growth from the two main centres 
but ongoing pressure to allow more 
imports into the country is creating 
concerns. Jess Brunette reports.

building materials

76 NZHJ   |   NOVEMBER 2015 MORE AT  www.facebook.com/nzhardwarejournal



building materials

“Suggestions that the New Zealand 
supply chain is overpricing in 

comparison with global markets 
should by now have been well put to 

rest in most areas”
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reduce its pricing. Has this situation changed?
Not much, by the sound of it: “Suggestions that the New 

Zealand supply chain is overpricing in comparison with global 
markets should by now have been well put to rest in most areas. 
� e reality is that margins are under such pressure that many 
suppliers are holding prices at levels barely above those of 3-4 
years ago.”

LAISSEZFAIRE AIN’T THAT FAIR
However, a recent statement made by Minister of Housing 
Nick Smith saying that he was “very open to competition from 

Bruce Kohn has heard similar concerns from BIF members, 
saying: “� e major issue that we see arising is the growing 
attraction in a competitive market of lower cost Asian product 
which bears with it concerns about the maintenance of quality 
and assurance that products and materials comply with the 
Building Code and are fi t for purpose. 

“� is shows up particularly in Auckland where the city faces 
the front end of increasing use by small independent suppliers of 
imported products from Asia.”

Even back in 2013, Bruce Kohn says the NZ building supplies 
sector was facing pressure from the media and Government to 

Sekisui Foam arrives in New Zealand
Products from Sekisui Foam Australia, the leading Australian 

developer and manufacturer of cross-linked polyolefi n foam, will now 

be available through New Zealand sales agency VRM. 

Sekisui Foam Australia, a subsidiary of Japan’s Sekisui Chemical, 

has been in operation since the late 1970s and creates products for 

Softlon, Thermobreak, Lightlon and Easy-form, that are used in the 

building & construction, insulation, automotive, leisure and industrial 

markets in Australasia, Asia Pacifi c, Middle East and India.

Sekisui’s Building & Construction Market Manager Paul 
Cox walked us through the company’s latest initiative that started 

with a journey across the Tasman in November 2014 to explore 

opportunities.

“I came over, met with different people in the market, looked at the 

opportunities then came back and put a report together saying there 

is an opportunity in New Zealand. 

“There are some foam products already here and some duplication 

of products that we are bringing in, but the deciding factor is that 

we have the total story in terms of product range and no one is as 

comprehensive as we are,” he says.

Key products for Sekisui include the Easy-Form Expansion 
Joint Filler, a low-cost, inert, paperless, lightweight foam material 

made from closed cell physically cross-linked polyolefin foam 

that is used in a wide range of construction projects including 

footpaths, roadways, bridges and buildings. This zipped self-

wound adhesive is supplied in a full range of widths, in standard 

and handy roll lengths and offers outstanding durability, green 

credentials and ease of use.

Another winner is the Easy-form Closed Cell Backing 
Rod (Lightlon), a compressible, closed cell polyolefi n foam tube 

with an outer skin used as a backing for cold applied sealants in 

expansion/construction joints and building seal applications that 

features a closed cell structure and excellent dimensional stability 

and is resistance to most chemicals, non-toxic, odourless and rot 

proof with excellent aging characteristics.

Other products include pipe lagging sleeves, fl oor protection 

sheets, knee boards and void fi llers among many others.

www.sekisuifoam.com.au

www.vrmvrm.co.nz
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Fast, durable  
and stylish  
interior walls 

Using patented tongue and groove Uniclic® technology, Melteca® Clipwall™ 

panels are pre-finished and clip together effortlessly to create a flush join. 

The Melteca Clipwall internal wall system is up to five times faster to  

install than traditional systems, and is available in 7 pre-finished designs,  

and a deco grade providing unlimited options for decoration and creative flair.

For a colour brochure please call 0800 99 99 39, for more  

information please call 0800 303 606 or visit www.melteca.co.nz
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products with Chinese sounding names” has rankled with many 
in the industry.

“I think New Zealand needs to be cautious about imported 
product components and pre-fab housing, because we have had 
issues before,” says MiTek’s Richard Poole, for one. 

“Leaky housing is a massive issue and will continue to be for 
years to come and we’ve had products and system failures and 
people left with huge fi x-up costs and importers, distributors 
and applicators disappearing. 

“So it is rather surprising to hear the Government take a 
laissez-faire sort of approach and to say ‘bring it on’ from other 
countries when, really, caution should be advised. 

“Australia, for instance, is going through some huge issues 
with faulty electrical cabling at the moment and you could 
potentially see failure of products here through lack of material 
and/or design compliance.”

WHO PAYS THE PIPER?
How products, or whole houses in some cases, developed and 
manufactured overseas from unfamiliar supply chains will be 

You could eat off  these walls!
PSP’s PolyWall Hygienic Wall Linings System is a simple and 

cost-effective solution for retro-fi t projects. PolyWall is a solid 

polypropylene sheet which is non-porous, lightweight, will 

not deteriorate, fl ake or chip from impact especially in low 

temperatures and is also non-toxic making it suitable for the 

food and beverage industry.

PolyWall does not encourage bacteria growth, is easy to cut, 

clean and is resistant to many chemicals. It is also resistant to 

brine, salt, caustic soda, alkali detergents and many inorganic 

chemicals, making dirt, grime and marks easier to remove 

compared to other lining materials.

PolyWall Sheets are available in a 2440x1220x3mm sheet size 

in white. Other components to PolyWall Hygienic Wall Lining 

System include Standard Jointers, Internal and External Corner 

Jointers, Capping and Plastic Christmas Tree Fasteners. PolyWall 

is designed for interior use only.

www.psp.co.nz.

Better than 
a glove, it’s Liquid Gloves
New from Intex, NatraPower Hand Shield Liquid Gloves 
Industrial is a proven, effective formula 

for protecting skin against most of 

the harshest skin irritants that you 

come into contact with every day. The light, 

non-greasy natural formula contains no 

petrochemicals and lasts 4-6 hours even 

with repeated washing. 

The product allows skin to breathe 

naturally, while it locks out external 

skin irritants such as chemicals, acids, 

alkalis, solvents, caustic cleaners, 

bleach, adhesives, detergents, 

paints, inks, dyes, odours, grease, oils, 

dirt/grime, water and many more. 

Email sales@intex.co.nz for a 25ml 

sample.

www.intex.co.nz

Make it Clip
Melteca Clipwall is the latest release in Laminex New Zealand’s 

expanding wall lining solutions range. Using patented tongue 

& groove Uniclic technology, prefi nished Clipwall panels clip 

together effortlessly to create a fl ush join. The Clipwall internal 

wall system is quick and easy to install, up to 5 times faster than 

traditional systems as it eliminates the need for plastering and 

painting.

With 8 decors, ranging from contemporary neutrals through 

to natural woodgrains, and even a beautiful concrete styling, 

Melteca Clipwall is ideal for retail and commercial fi t-outs and 

settings including reception areas, offi ces and meeting rooms. 

For more decorative options, Melteca Clipwall Deco can be 

digitally printed, painted, screen printed or covered with vinyl, 

textiles and wallpaper.

The Melteca Clipwall range is scratch- and UV-resistant, 

splashproof, easy to clean and available in a fi re resistant option 

for spaces that require added protection. The panel dimensions 

are 2785x600mm, and with a thickness of 10mm providing a 

functional high quality wall solution.

www.laminex.co.nz

Continued on page 84 
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Introducing the Sekisui Foam Range:
•	 Easy-Form	Expansion	Joint	-		
Self	Wound

•	 Sof-Form	Expansion	Joint	-		
Plain	&	Adhesive

•	 PEF	Rod	Trade	Pack	&	Bulk	Packs
•	 Open	Cell	Backer	Rod
•	 Purlin	Tape
•	 Easy-Seal	Void	Filler
•	 Pipe	Lagging	Sleeve
•	 Easy-Kneel	Kneeboards	(all	foam)
•	 Easy-Form	Stiffjoint	(Expansion	Joint)
•	 Sof-Guard	Floor	Protection	Sheet

NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW ZEALAND...

FOAM PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING 
AND CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

Find our more about our range by contacting:
Paul Cox: E:	paulcox@sekisuifoam.com.au	P:	02102915097				NZ Sales Agency: VRM:	Free	Phone	0508	876	876

www.sekisuifoam.com.au

Packs

EASY-KNEEL	KNEEBOARD

EASY-FORM	STIFFJOINT

PURLIN	TAPE

PIPE	LAGGING	
SLEEVE

PEF	ROD		
TRADE	PACK

SOF-FORM	EXPANSION	JOINT

EASY-FORM	
EXPANSION	JOINT

SOF-GUARD	

EASY-SEAL

PIPE	LAGGING



building materials

BOSTIK IS A LEADING MANUFACTURER OF ADHESIVES IN NEW ZEALAND
More than 70 percent of our products are made here, including Wallboard Gold, Gold Ultra and Tuf As Nails construction  
adhesives; Kwikpaint Glazing Putty, Fill-A-Gap Painters Sealant and FireCaulk Fire Rated Acoustic Sealant. 

Made strictly to NZ standards and formulated for local conditions, Bostik products can be customised to meet your specific  
requirements.  We are proud to support the local economy and job market. 

Visit www.bostik.co.nz or phone 0508 222 272 for more information.

Helping build NZ since 1959

 
MiTek’s mighty 
trade pack
MiTek has developed a simple 

new installation pack for the old 

challenge of fi xing cantilever timber 

baluster systems. 

The trade pack consists of 50 

stainless steel cleats with 250 

corresponding screws to give an 

internal fi xing arrangement for deck 

to boundary joists. 

This allows an easy fi x for decking 

and is an effective code compliant 

solution for face-fi xed and top-fi xed 

cantilever posts meeting clause 

7.4.1.3 NZS3604:2011.

www.miteknz.co.nz
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As seen on the Block NZ

Thermakraft Industries Ltd  |  Freephone 0800 806 595
www.thermakraft.co.nz

Strong as an Oak
Roofing Industries’ True Oak Corrugate offers a deeper 

sinusoidal wave corrugated profile. As well as offering a 

distinctive aesthetic, the deeper curves allow True Oak to 

be installed at a lower 4° roof pitch than standard shallow 

corrugate. 

Features and benefi ts include: greater span for reduced 

construction costs; the strongest residential metal corrugated 

profi le; warranties that meet New Zealand’s Building Code; 

enhanced water carrying capacity; and a snug-fi tting lapping 

edge with reduced shadow lines. 

True Oak Corrugate has applications in residential roofi ng and 

cladding, reroofi ng of historic buildings with low pitch roofs and 

verandahs, ceiling and walling in both horizontal and vertical 

formats, fencing and curved and bullnosed projects.

www.roof.co.nz
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U
seit Jost are registered tradem

arks of Intex Group Int.  Exclusively distributed in Australia & New Zealand by Intex Group In
t. 

JOST® 

intex.com.au | intex.co.nz 
PREMIUM WALL & CEILING ACCESSORIES TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

Patented Design 
The Genuine Super Pad
Intex Useit Jost Superpads are a high performance 
abrasive of a new generation, giving you optimal, 
dust free sanding results - fast & effectively.
Thanks to the patented design & its unique abrasive coating, clogging 
is a thing of the past, attaining new levels of sanding performance. 

HOW IT WORKS: 
Dust is extracted through the perforations in a congestion - free flow - 
not only at the sanding plate edges, but over the entire surface. 
The Superpad cushioning system both eliminates scratches and swirls 
marks, while sanding & allows fast uniform operation without the need 
to apply added pressure.

FOR WALLs & CEILINGS: 
Even during overhead sanding, dust pollution for users is reduced to a 
minimum. With the Intex Useit Jost SuperPad the sanding head glides 
smoothly & easily over walls and ceilings, enabling fatigue free working.

HOW TO RECOGNISE THE GENUINE ARTICLE:
- Look for the Useit Jost logo on backing & the following patent  
 numbers: US-Patent 5,810, 650 EP-Patent 0 781 629 B1
- Holes punched through the abrasive paper NOT through backing
- Unique coating which has holes punched to the edge of the pad rim
- Advanced Useit Snake-track Perforation Technology 
 An exclusive pattern to Intex Useit Jost, for superior extraction 
 of dust & longer lasting pads.

INTEX DUSTLESS SANDING SOLUTION
The famous Intex Useit Jost Superpad abrasives, 
teamed with Intex Giraffe Sanders, and the Intex  

Starmix Dust Extractors. The proven choice for 
thousands of professional finishers all around the 
globe. A superior finish everytime!

Super Pads

JOST® 

®

FREE CALL 0800 278 276  intex.co.nz | intex.com.au
 PREMIUM WALL & CEILING ACCESSORIES, TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

super pads

JOST® 

®

dustless sander
®

dust extractors

B U I L D I N G  E X C E L L E N C E

If you’re not using Intex Useit®  
then you’re simply not using the best!

an excellent finish every time!
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seit Jost are registered tradem

arks of Intex Group Int.  Exclusively distributed in Australia & New Zealand by Intex Group In
t. 
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not only at the sanding plate edges, but over the entire surface. 
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marks, while sanding & allows fast uniform operation without the need 
to apply added pressure.
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minimum. With the Intex Useit Jost SuperPad the sanding head glides 
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Super Pads

JOST® 

®

 BENEFITS AT A GLANCE:
- Resists scratch & swirl marks

- Outlasts any other brand
- Patented dust extraction technology

- Unique abrasive coating resists clogging
- Superior grip to velcro pad

- Malleable paper ensures superior finish

Intex Useit® Jost® Super Pads 
Brought to you by Intex Group NZ

super pads

JOST® 

®

dustless sander
®

dust extractors

ask for it by name

NZ Hardware Journal AD_Useit_90x277_FA.indd   1 28/10/2015   9:53 AM

Triumph 
gets fl ash
With sill fl ashings required in most new window fi ttings, Triumph 

Building Products has a standard sill fl ashing 2.4m long with 

a base of 58mm and a face of 35mm, complete with a weather 

beak. 

This fl ashing can be cut to fi t any window opening and is 

available at most hardware merchants. The sill fl ashing joins 

the extensive range of New Zealand made weather tightness 

fl ashings available from Triumph Building Products.

www.triumphbuildingproducts.co.nz

Cut it, then 
protect it, 
with Holdfast
The latest introduction to 

the Holdfast product line 

is Metalex Aerosol Spray, a 

timber preservative in a can 

that provides protection to 

treated timber once drilled 

or cut. This product helps 

prevent moisture or insects 

reaching the exposed 

areas once a new surface 

is exposed. The aerosol 

dispersion makes it easy to 

get into hard to reach places 

and works on all types of 

timber and woods. 

www.holdfast.co.nz
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As seen on the Block NZ

Thermakraft Industries Ltd  |  Freephone 0800 806 595
www.thermakraft.co.nz

policed to ensure they are up to New Zealand standards is a 
major concern for players like Pryda’s Robert Turner.

“As far as our industry goes, it’s very regulated, everything has 
structural strength. � e product we have seen come into New 
Zealand looks similar but has no certifi cation behind it. Yes, they 
may get away with it, but we don’t know what steel the products 
are made of and I would be very dubious on that side of things,” 
says Turner.

“� ere is a big cost of fi nding out the quality of steel and 
they should have those specifi cations before they bring it into 
the country. We sometimes have trouble getting our products 
substituted for another but, when these knock-off  products 
come into the country, nobody seems to care. So it’s got to be a 
level playing fi eld for everybody.”

I ask Turner what he felt the worst case scenario could be for a 
knock-off  of one of his products.

“Durability won’t be an issue as most of the products are 
within the house so if the zinc coating wasn’t up to scratch I 
think you would get away with it. 

“But the strength of the products is an issue and whether they 
would survive the next earthquake, or even some extra wind, 
who knows? Whereas our products are designed and tested to 
cope with that and I’m sure our opposition’s are too.”

Potential product failure is also of concern to Bostik’s Paul 
O’Reilly: “Our UV, in particular, is quite unique and I know of 
sealants and adhesives that have been brought in from other 
countries that have failed in the past. 

“We spend a lot of time and money testing our adhesives 
getting them approved so it would be a bit disappointing to 
see reputable companies like Sika and us doing that, yet having 
other people bring in stuff  that is not tested or approved and 
dumped into the marketplace,” he says.

PAY NOW OR PAY LATER?
Issues of commercial self-interest apart, it can’t be ignored that 
if an imported product in a crucial part of a building was to fail 
further down the track, it would be the builder and then the 
owner or homeowner who would be left in the lurch.

“From a purchaser viewpoint, they are so much better off  
buying from a traditional source because the warranties are in 
place and they know these businesses will be around to honour 
them,” emphasises BIF’s Bruce Kohn.

And, with regulations now stipulating that builders have to 
carry the warranty for 10 years on any new builds or renovations 
over $30,000, even a few dollars saved by a builder on materials 
could be devastating in the long run if products fail.

So buying from established and trusted companies with 
traceability and rock solid warranties in place would certainly 
would certainly seem to be the best value in the long run. But 
how about the short term costs? 

I’ll let Bostik’s Paul O’Reilly answer that one: “I have heard that 
our compliance costs are some of the highest in the world so 
maybe that’s something that could be looked at.”  

 Continued from page 80
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