
Innovation is 

the tools market
Who blinked? Here we are, already at the tail of Q1 2016 and 
the juggernaut construction industry shows no sign of letting 
up. Terry Herbert reports.

power & hand tools

POWERING
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IN THE TOOLS market, most suppliers we spoke with can barely 
keep up with new products and new innovations coming to the 
market and being eagerly snapped up by this avaricious industry 
hungry for new efficiencies. In other sectors however the news 
is not so positive.

For a start, let’s look at the big picture. In his Economic 
Overview, Westpac Chief Economist, Dominick Stephens, gave 
our 2015 economy a solid B Report Card: “The New Zealand 

economy hummed along quite nicely. That’s mainly because New 
Zealand dodged the feared El Niño drought. But we also saw very 
impressive growth in tourism and Auckland construction.” 

Stephens went on to summarise his 2016 quarterly economic 
overview (www.Westpac.co.nz/QEOfebruary2016/ ): “Benign 
weather, low oil prices, surging tourism and a burgeoning 
construction pipeline have improved the outlook for the 
domestic economy over the next year. However, lower dairy 

Hitachi tells us its new Rapid Smart Charger outperforms, outlasts 

and charges faster than any other power tool charger in the market. 

It will charge a 6.0Ah battery in 38 minutes and power up a 5.0Ah 

battery in just 32 minutes. Equipped with a high tech fan-cooling 

system, it works smarter and more intelligently than other chargers, 

ensuring safe operation and long service life. 

It comes packed with new features like a built in high output USB 

socket for recharging phones or tablets, a high visibility colour LED 

status bar that can be seen across the site or workshop, audible “fully 

charged” alert and significantly, the Rapid Smart Charger doesn’t 

require any downtime between charging batteries, saving valuable 

time.

The new Rapid Charger is fully backwards compatible – able to 

recharge all 18V slide batteries from 1.5Ah right through to the new 

6.0Ah Lithium Advanced series.

Hitachi’s new DBL2 18V Cordless Drill series is its most advanced 

to date with industry leading performance and safety features such 

as new Reactive Force Control (RFC) that protects the operator in the 

event of a jam.

With 136NM torque output, it also features a robust, extra heavy 

duty aluminium gear-case, and a brushless motor for more power, 

performance, and durability. 

The new impact drill is available in impact or non-impact styles, 

as complete kits, combo kits, and as part of Hitachi’s Bare Tool 

programme. Powered by Hitachi’s new 6.0Ah Lithium Advanced 

batteries, and mated to the new Rapid Smart Charger, tradesmen will 

be powering ahead with this new Hitachi technology.

www.hitachipowertools.co.nz

Hitachi cordless is quick smart
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earnings and the eventual wind-down of the Canterbury rebuild 
are likely to cap the pace of growth.”

FIRST, THE GOOD NEWS
By fi rst, we mean most of the news in the tools market is good. 
Very good. When we caught up with Accent Tools’ Andrew 
Way and asked him about new Hitachi products coming to 
market, he confessed: “We’ve got so many new products, it’s 
hard to keep up!” 

Continuing in the same vein, he says: “In a real positive light 
there is so much development happening. It’s an extremely busy 
time bringing this new technology to market. It’s roaring ahead.

“Hitachi is releasing a plethora of really powerful new cordless 
innovations. As far as drilling torque it will be 136 NM (Newton 
Metres) and an 18V brushless drill. We’ve just halved our charge 
time and eff ectively doubled the storage. From zero, that’s a full 
charge in 38 minutes.

“Our mains powered tools are now enjoying the same benefi ts 
as cordless, which are brushless motors, giving a lot more 
performance and fl exibility for the user. Th at’s a big thing that 
Hitachi has really pushed forward on. We now have six new 
ground-up design products in that line-up. Th ey are all running 
a brushless motor that provides so many benefi ts for the end 
user as far as durability and performance. 

“One of the benefi ts, for example, is that demolition and 

construction tools are often used off  electric generators with voltage 
fl uctuations and voltage spikes that have traditionally wrecked 
power tools. Also on construction sites, power tools are often used 
on the end of long extension power leads and that creates a voltage 
drop. Th is power drop is negated with the new brushless motors so 
they’re not aff ected by generator fl uctuations as much.”

HAND TOOLS GET A LEG UP TOO
BAHCO SNA E’s newly appointed Country Manager, Craig 
Wymer, describes his baptism of fi re as “hectic”.

“I’ve only recently returned from touring our European 
factories. We have three factories in Spain manufacturing screw 
drivers, adjustable wrenches and pliers. I went to our Bramley 
factory in the UK, which makes band saws and I toured the hand 
saw factory in Sweden.

“We’ve got plenty of new products coming on stream and 
they’re all driven by new technologies and design. We have 

Are tools safe on-site?
Working with tools on site is a risky business, but things are 

defi nitely looking up for construction workers. 

Worksafe NZ for example is reporting a remarkable lowering 

of fatalities and serious accidents – from 77 fatalities in 2010 to 

only 35 in 2015 (http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe). 

To fi nd out what is required to make sites safer we put the 

question to New Zealand’s biggest construction operation. 

Fletcher Construction Business Development Manager, Peter 
Cowey responds: “We found the competency of power tool 

operators was variable. 

“To address this we developed a graduated power tool 

competency record, whereby operators assess themselves. 

“In regard to hand held grinder incidents, we found several 

could have been prevented if the grinder involved had more 

up-to-date safety features and the operator had improved 

competency. This resulted in an industry-wide improvement for 

grinder safety.”

Fletcher’s deployed a wide range of activities and 

requirements on its sites to prevent and limit exposure to faulty 

tools. As well as the on-site safety poster pictured, these include:

• RCD (Residual Current Detection) from electrical supply.

• 3-monthly electrical testing of tools and the power leads 

supplying them.

• Visual inspection by operators.

• An increasing use of tools with slip clutches to prevent hand 

injuries should a drill jam.

• The use of handyman type range power tools is not 

recommended on sites.

• Using dust extraction at source when drilling, cutting or 

grinding with the use of vacuum systems.

• Elevating leads or positioning them out of the way to reduce 

damage from foot and vehicle damage.

TAKE CARE WITH 
ANGLE GRINDERS 

Angle grinders on Fletcher
sites must have:

– Deadman or Paddle Switch 
(switch must have constant pressure)

– Kickback Protection 
(if the disc jams – it stops)

– Re-start Protection 
(prevents the grinder from starting if power is lost)

– Multi-position Locking Guard 
(positioned to protect the user)

– Handle 
(to allow safe two-handed use)

Recommended additional safety features:

– Anti-vibration handles
– Soft start up
– Multi-position handles
– Electronic overload protection

Users of angle
grinders must:

– Be adequately trained in 
their use

– Check the appropriate disc 
is fitted correctly and is in 
good condition

– Wear the appropriate PPE:
– Safety Glasses / Face Shield
– Gloves
– Hearing Protection

– Check for others in the vicinity
– Complete a Hot Work Permit 

if required

PLAN YOUR WORK!

THE FLETCHER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

“As for the latest quake, every one of our 
people is doing fine and they’re all back 
at work. Things definitely moved around. 
It shows the resilience of our staff. We’ve 
got 120 staff in Christchurch and I’m really 
proud of every one of them”
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a new screwdriver range, a whole new hand saw range, extra 
digging tools and some new tool boxes. Th ese won’t be arriving 
until after May, with the bulk in the second half of the year. 

“Th e teeth design has changed on the saws to make them a 
deeper, faster cut. Th ey’ve all got a new handle which is more 
comfortable for the user and of course they’re all still made in 
Sweden to the highest quality standards.”

How is the market? “Th is year has started better than 
2015. While I was away and since I’ve been back the guys are 
struggling to keep up with the orders. Getting all the products 
out the door on time is a real challenge, especially without 
internet, but we’re coping. 

“I know there are a lot of forward orders coming through the 
pipeline, so I’m predicting a great year. Our business is split two 
thirds big box hardware and one third specialist onsellers for 
markets like wine and horticulture. It’s a healthy mix. When 
these sectors do well, we do well.”

LOOK WHO’S STICKING TO HIS GUNS
Someone who’s doing well by sticking to the hardware channel, 
construction and the trade builder is Acme Supplies. Jonathan 
Skelton explains: “It’s all about bringing everything together. 
To explain, we’ve got our Rapid range of fi xing products which 

WOOD BORING AUGER BITS

T O O L W A R E  S A L E S  L I M I T E DPh 09 579 8080  |  www.toolware.co.nz
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Specially designed 
for the unique 
characteristics of 
New Zealand timber, Star-M 
auger bits are guaranteed to last. 
A range of auger bits are offered that 
provide a solution for any wood type.

RANGE INCLUDES:
• Standard Augers  • Extended Length Augers  • Nail Biters

8374 Toolware.indd   1 20/05/13   2:31 PM

Proudly keeping it Kiwi
One Kiwi company who seems to be fl ying high (see elsewhere 

in this feature for more details) is Christchurch-based Patience & 

Nicholson, New Zealand’s only drill bit manufacturer.

Pictured here are new additions to their most popular Evacut 

range: the Evacut E-Series Metric (green case) and Imperial 

(blue case) Drill Sets. Like all Evacut drill bits they are precision 

quality drill bits, designed to drill through wood, metal and 

plastic and made from quality HSS ( Hardened Stainless Steel).

The tough storage case is made from durable ABS plastic to 

protect your drills too.

Another quality drill range that’s proudly manufactured in 

Kaiapoi, Christchurch is the Sutton Tools Impact Supabit compact 

5-piece drill set (in sizes: 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 mm) also made from HSS. 

Anyone wishing to learn more about Patience and Nicholson’s 

local manufacturing plant, and their drills can gain a quick 

snapshot by watching a short video loaded on the website. 

www.pandn.co.nz
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LiThiUM ADVANCED BATTEry BSL1860
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BrUShLESS  
iMPACT DriLL DV18DBL2(GY)

MORE POWER.
MASSIVE 136Nm MAX TORQUE

FASTER.
HI-TECH BRUSHLESS MOTOR 
CAN DRILL @ 2100RPM

SAFER.
‘RELATIVE FORCE CONTROL’ FUNCTION INCREASE 
USER PROTECTION IN AN EVENT OF A JAM

LONGER RUNTIME.
UP TO 20% LONGER THAN A 5.0AH BATTERY

BETTER.
1500 CHARGES

SMARTER.
INTELLIGENT CELLS FOR WORKING  
SMARTER AND SAFER

FASTER.
INDUSTRY’S FASTEST CHARGER  
– 38MIN CHARGE TIME (6.0AH)

SUPERIOR.
CONTINUOUS BATTERY CHARGING  
AT SAME SPEED

SMARTER.
FAN-COOLED INTELLIGENCE  
FOR OPTIMUM BATTERY LIFE

SMArTEr, FASTEr 
& MOrE ADVANCED

Visit www.hitachipowertools.co.nz for more information
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• All Rennsteig striking tools are made in Germany

• Manufacturered from hardened chrome 
vanadium steel, o� ering a long service life

• Owing to the hardened striking heads no 
splintering and ‘mushroom’ heads will occur

• Chisel blades are either polished or lacquered

• Work worn cutting edges are regrindable in 
short intervals

S T R I K I N G  T O O L S

T: 09 259 4327   F: 09 259 4326
www.tridon.co.nz

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  T H E  R A N G E  C O N TA C T:
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is glue, the glue gun, the tacker and the staples, the rivets and 
the riveter. With Rapid it’s about brand continuity, making sure 
everything looks the same. 

“Our markets in hardware are the trade and the ‘serious DIYer’ 
who we see as a step up from a typical DIYer”, explains Skelton. 
“Th e trade builder is defi nitely our biggest market. For us that’s 
Placemakers, Carters and the ITMs. For Bunnings and Mitre 10 
we cater for the ‘serious DIY’. Th at’s where we play in that market.”

Skelton’s market outlook? “2016 will be another strong 
year for Acme and it’s a credit to the big boxes for keeping up 
good relationships with all the suppliers. Th ey haven’t put up 
demarcation lines between retail and trade, which tends to 
happen in Australia where they’ve never been strong in trade. 

“Th e Bunnings model is diff erent in New Zealand, here they’re 
following the Fletchers example. PlaceMakers has been the big 
driver for vertical market integration and it’s working.”

WORLD FAMOUS IN NEW ZEALAND
One supplier who doesn’t have to travel to Europe to tour 
the factory is Patience & Nicholson’s Marketing Manager, 
Danielle Keogh. Th e factory is located in Kaiapoi, on the 
outskirts of Christchurch, home to New Zealand’s only drill bit 
manufacturing base. 

But Patience & Nicholson has not been without its own trials, 
in fact only a locust invasion of Biblical proportions is missing in 
their list of recent catastrophes. 

Keogh explains: “We had a fi re just before Christmas and 
we’re just back online and working when we get rocked with 
another quake (a magnitude 5.7 that resulted in liquefaction and 
the Sumner cliff s crashing into the sea).

“Th e fi re defi nitely impacted on production, but no-one was 
hurt. I must say, post the big quake, the emergency services 
respond really quickly. As for the latest quake, every one of our 
people is doing fi ne and they’re all back at work. Th ings defi nitely 
moved around. It shows the resilience of our staff . We’ve got 120 
staff  in Christchurch and I’m really proud of every one of them.”

Proud as anything too to be local: “When I say we make the 
drill bits here, our engineers actually designed and built the 
machines that make our drill bits, so that’s ground fl oor up 
innovation. Evacut is our biggest brand that we make here. We 
also make a range of impact drill bits under our Sutton Tools 
brand. We’re just rolling those out now. 

“We supply everyone that needs a drill bit. Th is year our 
focus will continue to be on the trade and DIY markets. Our 
other focus will be on export. We’ll be growing our exports to 
Australia and Asia. We’ve been manufacturing here for over 50 
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“Tough bits of steel”

T O O L W A R E  S A L E S  L I M I T E D
Ph 09 579 8080  |  www.toolware.co.nz
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GFB Industrial range of 
magnetised screwdriver 

bits, nutsetters and 
power tool accessories 

are engineered for 
absolute strength, 

toughness and durability.
THE BRAND THE 

PROFESSIONALS TRUST

years and long term we’d like to be here for another 50 years. It’s 
the quality of our products that make us competitive and I don’t 
see that changing.”

SO WHO’S TOUGHING IT OUT?
On the subject of change, we spoke to a couple of suppliers who 
definitely want to see their fortunes rise. For differing reasons 
both wished to remain anonymous. 

Anonymous One: “Frankly, the last 18 months has been pretty 
quiet. I’ve just done a run through Ashburton and Timaru. The 
rural towns down here are big dairy areas and with the Fonterra 
situation there’s not a great deal of optimism that’s for sure. 

“We’re not tied up in Hardware, as such, because we don’t 
have DIY tools. We supply workshops and engineering. When 
the dairy farmers don’t get the income, they fix their old cars and 
their old tools. In our market all the normal stuff like servicing 
and replacing bearings is doing well because farmers have to 
keep their existing machinery going. 

“New hand tools and power tools are ‘nice-to-have’ second 
tier purchases. It’s cyclic, the dairy prices will come back, but 
right now sales are flat. And right on the 5th anniversary of the 
big quake we get another major shakeup. There’s a lot of mental 
stress in this part of the world.”

In another part of the world we cross the ditch to Australia 
where, off the back of slowing Chinese demand for iron ore, 
mining giant BHP has just recorded a record half year loss of 
AU$7.84 billion. It’s here that we speak to Anonymous Two who 
is predicting a challenging time for the year ahead.

Ox unleashes the power
Easy Access Sales Manager Ben Foster tells us, “Since Northland-

based distributor Easy Access Co. launched Ox Tools and 

Diamond Blades in 2013, the high profile Aussie brand continues 

to gain equal popularity with Tradies on this side of the ditch.” 

The Ox range includes diamond blades, measuring tools, 

layout tools, woodworking tools, bricklaying tools, plastering 

and dry lining tools, concreting tools, striking tools, cutting 

tools, demolition tools, plumbing tools electrical tools, site tools, 

electrical tools, and tool storage.  

Complementing the company’s height access 

equipment offerings are Warthog ladders and scaffolding 

equipment. “Producing good quality products at a good price, 

seems to be hitting the mark with New Zealand tradesmen”, says 

Foster.  

www.easyaccess.co.nz
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With only a day to go before the annual PowerTools Expo south of 

Auckland, we visited PowerTool Shop and Simon Jones who was 

full of praise for the latest Bosch product innovations as well as the 

brand’s new, specially designed display stands, and the impressive 4.5 

metre Bosch “Transformer” that is sure to attract interest.

Starting with the woodworking section, which he calls the 

Wooden Wave, Jones explains: “We’re really show casing our Expo 

event tomorrow. Bosch is very much known for precision German 

manufactured woodworking portfolio. The router comes out of its 

base, you turn it upside down and it goes straight onto a router table. 

The planers have one blade not two.

“The new sabre saws are anti-vibration. The rubber just absorbs 

that vibration and you can use it effortlessly for 4 hours. The Bosch 

drop saw has a new innovation with the smoothest glide saw robot 

arm, that’s a one-off.

“These are world-first 5-in-1 cordless drills. It has a rotary hammer, 

an offset head and a unique right-handed chuck. You don’t need 

to plug your charger in, it does it all remotely. It’s another massive 

innovation, you can charge the battery remotely and it’s blue tooth 

and Wi-Fi. 

“Cordless is huge – impact drivers, vacuums, circular saws, 

brushless, multi tools, plated screw guns. There are also new 5-inch 

brushless grinders due for release and all driven off the same battery 

pack whether they’re two amp hour, right up to six amp hour.”

With the range of Bosch power tools and accessories including 

Italian Diablo accessories also owned by Bosch, Simon Jones predicts 

huge growth for 2016.

www.powertoolshop.co.nz

www.bosch-pt.co.nz

He tells us, “We had a little bit of growth in 2015 but it should 
have been more. It’s really frustrating because we work remotely 
with a New Zealand distributor. They’re not exclusive so there’s 
always a conflict. 

“It’s like having a girlfriend who you know is sleeping around 
and that’s not satisfying. We tried hard to find a distributor who 
would handle our range of tools exclusively. It’s a challenging 
situation.

“We sell into all the big boxes in New Zealand through our 
distributor. Here in Australia, Masters were a big customer, 
accounting for nearly 10% of our business. When they closed 
their doors that hurt.”

THE POWER BRANDS GO CORDLESS
From the pain, back to the gain, we speak with Jamie Teague, 
National Sales Manager at Makita NZ, who reports a very 

positive 2015. “We had a great year last year,” he says jubilantly, 
“and 2016 is shaping up to be just as good. We’ve got a lot of new 
releases coming up in the next 6 months, especially in cordless.

“Even professionals in construction are using our cordless 
tools as they get more powerful and the run times get longer. 
Those guys have got compliance costs which makes cordless 
more attractive too. 

“We’ve got a new unique system where we add two of our 18V 
batteries onto one tool and that converts it to 36V. Typically in 
the past you’d have to buy a whole new charger platform which 
got expensive. 

“Now, if you’ve already got 18V Makita batteries, you can 
use those in a series without investing in a whole new battery 
platform. You’ll find this on tools like our new 185mm cordless 
circular saws. It’s on the rotary hammer and a new mitre saw. 
We’ve got a whole new range of outdoor power garden tools that 

Bosch leads the charge
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Brought to you by Intex Group NZ  

FREE CALL 0800 278 276   
intex.co.nz 
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super pads

JOST® 
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dustless sander
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dust extractors
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U
seit Jost are registered tradem

arks of Intex Group Int.  Exclusively distributed in Australia & New Zealand by Intex Group In
t. 

JOST® 

intex.com.au | intex.co.nz 
PREMIUM WALL & CEILING ACCESSORIES TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

Patented Design 
The Genuine Super Pad
Intex Useit Jost Superpads are a high performance 
abrasive of a new generation, giving you optimal, 
dust free sanding results - fast & effectively.
Thanks to the patented design & its unique abrasive coating, clogging 
is a thing of the past, attaining new levels of sanding performance. 

HOW IT WORKS: 
Dust is extracted through the perforations in a congestion - free flow - 
not only at the sanding plate edges, but over the entire surface. 
The Superpad cushioning system both eliminates scratches and swirls 
marks, while sanding & allows fast uniform operation without the need 
to apply added pressure.

FOR WALLs & CEILINGS: 
Even during overhead sanding, dust pollution for users is reduced to a 
minimum. With the Intex Useit Jost SuperPad the sanding head glides 
smoothly & easily over walls and ceilings, enabling fatigue free working.

HOW TO RECOGNISE THE GENUINE ARTICLE:
- Look for the Useit Jost logo on backing & the following patent  
 numbers: US-Patent 5,810, 650 EP-Patent 0 781 629 B1
- Holes punched through the abrasive paper NOT through backing
- Unique coating which has holes punched to the edge of the pad rim
- Advanced Useit Snake-track Perforation Technology 
 An exclusive pattern to Intex Useit Jost, for superior extraction 
 of dust & longer lasting pads.

INTEX DUSTLESS SANDING SOLUTION
The famous Intex Useit Jost Superpad abrasives, 
teamed with Intex Giraffe Sanders, and the Intex  

Starmix Dust Extractors. The proven choice for 
thousands of professional finishers all around the 
globe. A superior finish everytime!

Super Pads

JOST® 

®

 PREMIUM WALL & CEILING ACCESSORIES, 
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

safer, cleaner, faster, smarter!
a scratch free finish every time!

The Intex Giraffe® Dustless Sander, teamed with the Intex Starmix® 
Dust Extractor & Intex Useit® Super Pads, forms the most reliable and 
trusted sanding solution. The proven choice for professional finishers.

take the 18V x 2 system too.”
Th e take-up of cordless is “right across the board,” says Teague. 

“Th ere’s still a place for electric, like your big drop saws and 
table saws, but cordless is defi nitely growing. Take the roofi ng 
industry for example – they’re almost completely cordless.”

Stanley Black & Decker’s Damian Firth is just as upbeat 
about going cordless in 2016. He tells us: “We’re just or are about 
to launch a lot of products like our new cordless DeWalt 16 
gauge fi nishing nailer. Th e power garden doesn’t get overlooked 
either with a new handheld cordless blower, line trimmer and 
blower vac.”

Here we shut down our supplier probing and turn to the end 
user for a reality check.

CORDLESS – SUPPLIER SPIN OR REALITY?
In our quest to present our readers with a balanced report 
and to confi rm what our optimistic suppliers are telling us 
about cordless on building sites, we had to put the question to 
builders. 

We spoke with GJ Gardner’s hands-on builder and super 
busy Marlborough franchise owner Mike Wightwick and 
asked if cordless power tools on his sites were a growing trend? 
“Absolutely! Th ere is no question about that. Skilsaws, electric 
planers, drills, sabre saws and gib screw guns as well – they’re all 
cordless. Th ere’s a whole lot more but those are the main ones 
we use every day.”

What’s the major advantage, we ask, that led you to purchase 
more cordless tools? 

Wightwick responds without hesitation: “Not having power 
leads all over the site. A safe site is an effi  cient, productive site. 
We comply totally with the Health & Safety Act. Obviously 
this increases our production costs and downtime while we’re 
waiting for scaff olding in particular to go up. Th e gain of a much 
safer work site outweighs the downtime so I fully endorse it.”

So, are the new safety requirements restricting productivity? 
“No, and again it’s because of the new technologies like the new 
cordless tools that keep the effi  ciencies up there.”

How is 2016 shaping up? “Even better than last year. And 
that’s for GJ’s around the whole country. For us in Marlborough 
it’s a lot busier. We’ve had a land shortage for many years and 
new land is coming on stream now. Combine that with really 
low interest rates and it’s a great environment to sell homes. 
Business is booming. We’ve been waiting a really, really long 
time for this.” 

For those who backed the “construction horse” over the dairy 
cow, canny or fortunate suppliers can look forward to a bright 
and positive year ahead. 

Builders and DIY can expect an exciting plethora of new tools 
and new innovations – and they’ll be mostly cordless. 

For other suppliers, they will need to be innovative about how 
they market their tools to a belt-tightening end user and wait for 
those dairy prices to come back. 

And, TPPA agreements notwithstanding, there is a growing 
global demand for grass-fed dairy, beef and lamb, so good times 
and sales will return – just not yet.  
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PROUDLY ManUfactUReD bY  
patience & nicholson nz ltd
fRee PhOne 0800 553 236  |  fRee fax 0800 708 677
eMaiL sale@evacut.co.nz  |  web www.pandn.co.nz
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updated evacut packaging  
instORe nOw

visit www.pandn.co.nz to view our new evacut drill product video.

INCREASED DRILL BIT FONT SIZE & NEw  
EASy READ ID SySTEm TO FIND ThE RIghT  
TOOL FOR ThE jOB FASTER.

Your beloved NZ Hardware Journal, in its present iteration, has been 

faithfully serving and informing our industry for over 30 years. We’ve 

only recently discovered however that another Hardware magazine 

existed, 78 years before the mag you’re reading was even a twinkle in 

Bud Little’s eye. 

The one we’re talking about – “Hardware: A magazine of interest to 

farmers, miners, back-block settlers and tradesmen in city or country” – 

was fi rst published in 1906 by hardware retailer George Pirrit Junior 

modelled on the US Sears & Roebuck mail order model. 

Hardware was 30 pages of magazine followed and bound with 

160 pages of tool catalogue. “Farmers and tradesmen will be gratifi ed 

to see the stock of work-saving and money-making implements 

displayed in this catalogue. In view of the progress of agricultural and 

construction development I commend the desirability of up-to-date 

equipment to those who wish to remain in the forefront of this great 

industry.”

Magazines also ask questions. The following excerpt was taken 

from the Hardware magazine’s September 1909 issue: “Walking 

around the Auckland Railway Station the other day and then looking 

at the site of the new Queen Street Post Offi ce, these questions came 

to my mind: Would the people of Auckland 20 years hence consider 

this the best site for a railway station? Are we looking far enough 

ahead? Should we be building a circular service that puts an end to 

the tedious reversing of trains? Is building for present needs only the 

best economy? The only answer was NO to all these questions.”

What were the big issues in 1906?

• Increased tariffs for Steamship, Railway & Parcels Post.

• The fall in prices of primary produce.

• A rise in new home builds.

• Opening up of Maori Lands for settlement.

The images that appear here have been sent to us courtesy of the 

Pirrit family by Robert Johnston, George Jr’s great grandson. Anyone 

wanting to know more about the Hardware industry’s early days can 

purchase a 198 page book “The Kirkintilloch Pirrits – 150 Years in New 

Zealand” by emailing Robert at pirrit150@dataquest.co.nz 

Tool Time 110 years ago
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More hard news
more often!

We’ve created a new website to deliver you more content, more often.
Our new site is easier to navigate with articles sorted into categories so you 

can fi nd the content you want to read, faster.
It is also looks great on your mobile or tablet device!

Go and check it out!
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