
fasteners & fi xings

Looking towards new standards has the 
fasteners & fixings market moving forward but 
players are also frustrated by hold-ups and 
uncertainties. Steve Bohling reports.

STOP-GO, 
new standards, 
chickens and eggs
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the Auckland marketplace and some erosion of margin, Mike 
Th ompson at MSL agrees that, although prices have softened, 
the market overall is still fi rm.

“People are talking about it but, until we actually see it, it’s 
hard to really know exactly what’s going to happen. Th ey say it 
is going to soften but the numbers are just growing month by 
month for us at present.”

Robert Turner at Pryda agrees that the market is “pretty 
good” although it’s a little aff ected by the weather right now. 

Still, he adds: “Demand right throughout the country is 
huge and our biggest problem with meeting that demand isn’t 
what our guys can do, but what [tradespeople] can actually do 
on-site...”

 CUTTING OUT THE COPYCATS
Asking what issues are top of mind at the moment among the 
fastener suppliers, Robert Turner for one brings up the issue of 
copied products straight away.

With the frame & truss side of things pretty much tried and 
trusted these days, on-site is where Pryda and other “system” 
suppliers lose control. 

LET’S TAKE STOCK of the marketplace before leaping into issues 
of specs and standards.

Th ree years since its acquisition by Steel & Tube, MSL, with 
its Fortress and Titan, brands is in a very strong position, says 
Mike Th ompson.

On top of a record month in May, the company is “booming 
along nicely – everything’s quite buoyant across our merchant 
channels and through the manufacturing and engineering 
channels,” he says.

How has the last 12 months been for Satesh Govind and NZ 
Nail Industries?

“We’re up slightly YTD from last year, as a result of us gaining 
extra market share. Our business is continuing to grow year 
on year. We’re certainly not 
getting complacent, because in a 
relatively small market like New 
Zealand business is always very 
competitive.”

And from Rob Lawson 
and Simpson Strong-Tie’s 
perspective? 

“Th ere’s a feeling the market has softened a little bit, 
especially in the South Island, but it’s also business as usual,” he 
says. 

Has NZ Nail noticed any softening of the market? “No. Th ere 
is still a backlog of building consents that have yet to fl ow 
through into the housing market,” says Satesh Govind.

Looking past something approaching market saturation in 

“Demand right throughout the country is huge and our biggest 
problem with meeting that demand isn’t what our guys can do, 
but what [tradespeople] can actually do on-site...” 
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The wait is over.
Now in Stock and on Jobsites

High Wind Seismic Engineered Wood

Simpson Strong-Tie is on the job where you are with a growing range of  
Timber Connectors, Fastening Systems and Anchoring Fixings for 
commercial and residential construction.

Wherever your next job takes you, take Simpson Strong-Tie.

Call your local rep today at 09 477 4440 and visit our website strongtie.co.nz.

© 2015 Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc.  SSTM-BRL-NZHJ-FEB16
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behind them.”
Removing such variables, retaining control of the process and 

reducing building site errors is what Mike Stanton says drove 
MiTek to develop StudLok screws.

StudLok was specifically designed to fix wall plates to studs 
in the controlled environment of a frame & truss factory so 
builders don’t have to attach straps on-site, probably at height 
and possibly incorrectly.

So StudLok not only saves the builder time, but also produces 
a better result. 

On top of that, frames in which StudLok is installed are 
specially marked to make it easy for inspection on-site.

“So when they install StudLok at the frame & truss plant it’s 
followed through with paperwork to signify that StudLok has 
been installed in compliance with NZS 3604 Section 8. It also 
has a big stamp so it clearly identifies the frame from a distance 
and that can only be done at the fabricator.

“If we gave that marking to a builder, we can imagine what 
would happen – we’d lose control and they’d be saying they’re 
StudLoks when they’re not…”

“We know that we need to educate users on why they should 
pay more, what our testing means and that if that floor does 
start squeaking they have got a big brand behind them”

“When it comes to add-ons like decks, you know they just go 
along wherever and buy a framing bracket or a strap or whatever 
and you lose control at that stage – that’s where we rely on 
building certifiers to do their job,” says Robert Turner.

Low quality imported copies of New Zealand-developed 
product will always be a problem, he believes. 

This issue is no different for Simpson Strong-Tie and Rob 
Lawson: “Every production run or batch of screws goes through 
testing before it gets shipped to us to make sure it is the right 
grade and strength.”

Still, he adds: “You can go to 
pretty much any of 50 places 
to buy a screw that looks the 
same but God knows how it 
performs… 

“Builders don’t understand 
what that costs them in the long 
run. What’s it going to cost if a floor pops in a year’s time after 
the tiling is down?”

Few to no builders specify a brand of screw, he says. 
And, as it’s practically impossible to police the use of a low-

quality screw or other fastener, all suppliers can do is educate 
the proverbial out of the market and hope that this investment 
comes back to them in the form of business.

Says Rob Lawson; “We know that we need to educate users 
on why they should pay more, what our testing means and 
that if that floor does start squeaking they have got a big brand 
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don’t  
screw  
around  
when it 
comes to 
bracing

choose gib® grabber® premium quality 
screws - the only fasteners tested and 
approved by winstone wallboards for use 
with gib ezybrace® systems.

GIB® Grabber® screws and fasteners 
have been the professionals first choice 
for over 40 years. Why? Because GIB® 
rigorously tests its fasteners as part of the 
GIB EzyBrace® System to guarantee you a 
superior, risk free performance you can trust. 

For more information on gib ezybrace® 
systems call 0800 100 442 or  
visit www.gib.co.nz 
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screws
The refined cut in construction

www.fortress.kiwi
0800 42 52 62

NEW 

INTRODUCING THE 
SKARA SCREW

31 DIFFERENT SIZES 
TO SATISFY YOUR 
REQUIREMENTS

A cut above the rest. 

European inspired fasteners 
that add class and style with 
attention to the little details.

Countersunk Screw 

Pan  washer Screw 

Modified T17 tip

Torx Drive

Double fixing thread

Heavy duty wood construction screws.

High grade hardened steel.

No pre drilling required* due to type 17 cutting point.

* Except in some hardwoods. Fortress® always recommends you talk with
   your local timber merchant expert before drilling or screwing timbers.

STYMIED BY THE STEEL STANDARD?
Steel construction is top of mind among some fastener suppliers 
right now, specifi cally NZS 3404, the steel construction building 
standard.

Why? Because an pending update to NZS 3404 appears to 
be holding up a resolution over new standards and verifi cation 
methods around high strength structural bolts.

I am hearing frustration from fastener suppliers around the 
new AS/NZS 1252 2016 standard that appeared late last year and 
was subsequently followed by a Practice Note amending certain 
elements in the interests of achieving some interim clarity.

On behalf of Steel Construction NZ, Senior Structural 
Engineer, Kevin Cowie, explains that the revision to AS/NZS 
1252 had two principal aims, the fi rst of which was to begin 
moving towards an internationally recognised standard for bolts, 
one benefi t of which would be economies of scale. 

Th e second aim was “to lift the bar in terms of ensuring that 
we’re getting bolts that are of suitable quality” by introducing 
new means of verifi cation testing. 

AS/NZS 1252 2016 however “placed quite a number of 
additional mandatory compliance requirements on the bolt 
manufacturers”, the biggest being a requirement to operate 
what’s called a “factory production control system” meaning 
regular testing and continuous monitoring. 

Faced with what many in the industry consider unachievable in 
the short term, representatives from bolt distributors, engineers 
and fabricators met to consider the issues. 

One outcome was that the testing aspect of AS/NZS 1252 2016 
has been put off  by up to two years, until bolt manufacturers are 
able to get their factory production control certifi ed. 

Says Kevin Cowie: “Essentially we’re saying that, in the next 

Will you be 
caught by Vortex?
New from Bremick is the Vortex Wafer Universal Screw. With 

the promise of superior thread engagement and pull-out in both 

metal & timber, Vortex screws into timber or metal battens, steel 

purlins up to 1.5mm thick and also enables one-step fastening of 

corrugated and trapezoidal roof sheeting. 

Fully warranted for ISO 9223 Category 5 (Very Severe 

Environments), Vortex is billed as eight times tougher than 

conventional Class 4 (but still drills much faster) and is extremely 

abrasion resistant, with minimal coating loss during installation.

Vortex includes a full range of painted screws to match 

COLORBOND Steel and Ultra Steel, Colorsteel, MAXX and 

KIWICOLOUR colours. 

http://bremick.co.nz

Will you be 
caught by Vortex?
Will you be 
caught by Vortex?
Will you be 

Vortex Wafer Universal Screw. With 

the promise of superior thread engagement and pull-out in both 
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one to two years, bolts are more likely to be still supplied to the 
previous standard. 

“But we’ve introduced some verification testing requirements 
to give users confidence that the bolts are quality according to 
the standard.”

One unsettling result of AS/NZS 1252 2016 for suppliers 
is that it references a European standard as a “Deemed to 
Satisfy” and also introduces another bolt grade, as well as 
different methods of tightening and lubrication. 

This means potentially having to 
stock more than the traditional 8.8 
structural bolt.

“There’s been some concern I know for 
distributors,” says Kevin Cowie, adding 
that there is ongoing work towards 
settling on what the channel should be 
stocking in New Zealand. 

LOOKING FOR A STAKE IN THE GROUND
What do the suppliers think about the new standards? Most 
agree that the tightening of standards will be a good thing, once 
the uncertainties are removed. 

Asking Mike Thompson at MSL if he thinks there’s more to be 
done in this space around third party testing, he says: 

“For me it’s a bit of an overkill because the labs we use or our 
manufacturers use in China are all CNS or ILAC approved, we 
get samples brought down to New Zealand for our structural 
bolts and we get them third party tested in New Zealand.

“It’s almost like a box ticking exercise to reduce the level of risk for 
everyone in New Zealand but it goes back to having quality suppliers.”

With customers already asking for product to the new 

standard – along with others who say they don’t need it – David 
Friery at EDL has stronger views on the changes.

Costs will rise as a result of the new regimes, he says, and 
“prices are going to go through the roof. There are some other 
reasons as to why prices will go up but they will certainly 

“Prices are going to go through the roof. There are some 
other reasons as to why prices will go up but they will 
certainly increase. There’s no two ways about that”

Hold on.

Demand

There is only one genuine GIB HandiBrac.  
Specify the only approved bracket engineered 
for panel and plate hold-down. 

Make sure you’re getting the real McCoy 
for doing a real important job.

GIB HandiBrac®

Panel Hold-Down Bracketgib.co.nz
ManufacTured By MITek®
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Supporting
NEW ZEALAND 
HARDWARE 
STORES
We are the Industry’s number one Value 
Proposition on Fasteners & Hardware:
OUR SALES FORCE averages 24 years industry experience per person!
NATA ACCREDITED LABORATORY
FIRST CLASS MERCHANDISING on multiple categories across 
Hardware & Fasteners. 

We are your one stop shop!  
bremick.co.nz

Supporting

• SCREWS
• BOLTS
• STAINLESS
• HIGH
 TENSILE

• NAILS
• RIVETS
• ROPE
• TIE DOWNS
• RIGGING

• CHAIN
• ANCHORS
• BRACKETS

We’ve got you covered!

increase. Th ere’s no two ways about that.”
Volumes are another concern. Because the factories generally 

work with huge volume orders for Europe and the Americas – 
possibly a ton per size – they also expect orders of that scale 
from the little old New Zealand market.

“Th at’s just not practical for the New Zealand market,” says 
David Friery. 

Most of all, suppliers are looking for certainty, for a stake in 
the ground that says as of this date you have to have stock to the 
new standard.

Back to our chicken and egg situation – it appears these 
worthy changes to the standard on the supply side may actually 
be in advance of demand… 

Indeed, SCNZ’s Kevin Cowie says that engineers probably 
won’t begin generally specifying the new high strength bolt 
standard until steel design standard NZS 3404 (which calls up 
AS/NZS 1252) is updated. 

Is there a timeline for NZS 3404 to be updated? 
Kevin Cowie also sits on the steel structure standard but, he 

says, it’s “not active at the moment”.
He adds too that although MBIE sees the NZS 3404 update as 

a high priority, it hasn’t as yet given out a timeframe...  

Tough and fast
From MSL and Fortress is a range of European-inspired fasteners 

that add class and style with attention to the little details. 

Designed for fast and easy drilling into hardwoods and other 

exterior timber structures, the heavy duty Skära screw can be 

used in a wide variety of applications including wooden facades, 

fencing, decks, board walks, wooden fl ooring, timber structures 

and retaining walls, all without pre-drilling.

Made of high grade hardened steel, Skära is available in a 

countersunk or pan washer head, with the latter able to be used 

as an alternative to a coach screw and washer. 

With twice the installation speed of a coach screw, other 

features include: double fi xing thread; modifi ed T17 cutting 

tip; Torx drive; and milling ribs on the shank for lower screwing 

torque. 

www.fortress.kiwi

Tough and fast
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Faster, stronger, better
Billed as a product that’s been designed to enable 

builders to get through more connectors faster and 

with fewer fasteners, the Simpson Strong-Tie CCN64 

Collated Connector Nailer installs connector nails 

more precisely and faster than traditional hand nailing.

Faster? Used as a system, the new joist hanger, nail 

gun package might save 2-3 days on a reasonable size 

terraced apartment block, says the company.

Designed to suit 38 and 65 mm 33° paper tape 

collated connector nails (3.1, 3.8 or 4.1 mm diameter) 

the CCN64 makes timber connector installation fast and 

easy thanks to precise hole location and multi-blow 

installation.

The CCN64 nailer is however compact and lightweight, 

at only 2.1 kg, which means greater comfort and control, 

allows easy connector hole location (the nail protrudes 

visibly from the tip of tool) and offers multiple bursts at 

the same time minimising the risk of overdriving.

A star product in the US for some time now, this 

version has been optimised for the New Zealand market 

and the unique timbers that we use.

www.strongtie.co.nz

Ask your Frame and Truss  
fabricator to install STUD-LOK 
Uniquely engineered by MiTek, STUD-LOK complies with the fixing 
requirements in Section 8, NZS 3604:2011 and forms an integral 
part of the MiTek Truss and Frame design and layout.
STUD-LOK eliminates the need for builders to hammer straps  
on-site saving time and effort.

STUD-LOKTM

miteknz.co.nz

Stud to top plate
fixing made easy

ooo to tooooooooooooooooooo oooooooooooooooooooo
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