
work safety 

THE INTRODUCTION OF the Health & Safety Reform Bill in March 
saw further steps taken towards the Government’s stated aim of 
reducing New Zealand’s workplace injury and death toll by 25% 
by 2020. (To read the Working Safer – Progress Towards the 2020 
Target report, follow this shortened URL http://bit.ly/1lGZYou) 

The health and safety reforms will place more onus and legal 
requirements on managers and company directors to manage risks 
and keep workers safe; require greater worker participation so 

workers are more involved in health and safety in their workplace; 
establish stronger penalties, enforcement tools, graduated offence 
categories and court powers; amend the WorkSafe New Zealand 
act 2013, Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996, 
Accident Compensation Act 2001, Employment Relations Act 2000 
and other Acts.

NEW BILL A CHANGE FOR THE GOOD
Safety is something that can sometimes be taken for granted, from 
speaking to people around the market about the reforms the aim 
is to reduce the number of accidents in the workplace and at home 
when it comes to DIY. E-Products NZ’s Commercial Manager, 
Hamish Williams, was at the recent Hazardous Substance 
Conference in Wellington (8 and 9 May). 

“The major talking point was around the Health & Safety Reform 
Bill which is currently before Parliament and its passing represents 
the most significant law reform in 20 years. The Bill will mean that 

WORK SAFETY:  
Scaling new heights? 
The Health & Safety Reform Bill was 
introduced this year; with building activity 
increasing, are safety measures in the 
building and DIY industries up to scratch? 
Phil Weafer reports.

Oops! Too late 

to call Bowmac!
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ACC’s winter checklist
To help increase safety at home and in the workplace, the 

ACC has a winter home safety checklist to help DIYers and 

professionals alike to be safe. What tips can retailers take from 

this when looking at potential sales? 

For tools and equipment, the ACC recommends putting it 

in secure areas such as sheds, garages etc. and keeping them 

locked. Lighting outside of homes is touched on, and the 

ACC recommends having sensor lights if possible or regularly 

changing lights. Smoke alarms and ladders are touched on 

and the recommendation for both is regularly check they are 

operational. When it comes to electrical cords, the use of multi-

base-boxes, with circuit breakers is mentioned. 

Some stats from the ACC say that in 2012 there were 77,451 

DIY related claims. The active claims cost for 2012 is $59,115,863, 

this figure includes active claims and costs of claims lodged in 

previous years. Males were responsible for over $40 million of the 

claims made in relation to DIY. The highest number of claims in a 

single age group was 16,468 made by people in the 50-59 years 

of age category.

The top five injuries in 2012 were: soft tissue (strain, sprain, 

contusion); laceration, puncture, sting; foreign body in orifice/eye; 

fracture/dislocation; burns/scalds. 

www.acc.co.nz

the existing Health & Safety in Employment Act will be superseded 
by the new Health & Safety at Work Act when it comes into force – 
currently expected to be from 1 April 2015,” says Williams. 

He also mentions that the Pike River Mine tragedy and accidents 
in other fields such as forestry have highlighted the urgent need for 
change to the health and safety in workplaces.

Stephen Holden, Advertising & Promotions Manager at 
Blackwoods Protector, feels the measures already in train are already 
demonstrating more vigilance from the Government’s point of view.

“Every building site is well monitored, well maintained and there 
is certainly no shirking or no one is trying, we don’t believe, to 

minimise the safety element because every site is aware with signage 
and regular visits from Government departments to check that they 
are doing things correctly.”

INCREASED BUILDING WORK, INCREASED SAFETY
So what have suppliers and retailers found to be the big issues in the 
market? And how has the last period been in a trading sense? 

Stephen Holden at Blackwoods Protector, says that the increase 
in building consents in Auckland and Christchurch and general 

“Every site is aware with signage 
and regular visits from Government 
departments to check that they are 
doing things correctly”
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CONTACT:
Eproducts NZ Ltd
Phone 916 6750

www.eproducts.co.nz
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Designed, tested 
and manufactured for NZ
The BOWMAC scaffold system from MiTek has been designed, 

tested and manufactured in New Zealand to comply with the 

Department of Labour ‘Best Practice Guideline for Scaffolding 

in New Zealand’  and relevant AS/NZ 1576.1:2010 and AS/NZ 

4994.1:2009 standards. It is fully compliant with static load and 

dynamic load testing. With maximum scaffold bracket spacing at 

2.4m, it allows a maximum 225kg per bay (2.4m).

www.mii.com/newzealand

increase in the DIY market have meant a good period for sales of 
safety equipment, a big increase on the last couple of years. 

Th is time last year, one issue that was mentioned to this 
publication was people not being fully aware of the safety regulations 
in the market. However, this is something that Stephen Holden 
agrees has changed. 

“It’s not an increase in awareness –everyone is aware of the 
regulations – it’s more a matter of the construction sector in particular 
being well ahead of last year. It’s a refl ection on the increase in building 
consents in Auckland, Christchurch and other areas.”

Skellerup’s Deborah Allen says the company has experienced 
growth in sales over the last year, also on the back of the increased 

The Master of Locks!
Master Lock offers a complete line of Safety Lockout/Tagout 

products, to complement our full range of safety padlocks. This 

exclusive line of LO/TO accessories includes innovative and 

patent-pending cable lockout, gate valve, ball valve, circuit breaker, 

plug covers and much more. Available individually or in modular 

lockout kits and stations, these LO/TO products are easy-to-use 

and effective in use. The Master Lock Safety products and services 

are designed to help you successfully develop and implement the 

best possible lockout/tagout system for your facility. The goal is for 

your facility to meet or surpass work safe NZ requirements. While 

it’s important to satisfy regulations, preventing accidents and 

protecting your employees is critical. You can rely on the Master 

Lock Safety Solutions™ lockout and tagout products to perform to 

the high standards you expect from Master Lock.

www.fwcave.com

Incredible 
Indalex
Indalex has all the 

options for working 

at height.  Platform/podium ladders 

are one of the preferred methods for 

safely working at height, their complete 

range of slim line, work and pro series 

platform ladders make any task easy 

and safe, all industrial rated and meet 

and exceed the AS/NZ 1892.1:1996 

ladders standards.

www.laddersolutions.co.nz

Incredible 

at height.  Platform/podium ladders 

are one of the preferred methods for 

safely working at height, their complete 

range of slim line, work and pro series 

platform ladders make any task easy 

and safe, all industrial rated and meet 

and exceed the AS/NZ 1892.1:1996 
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Keeping
safe
on building sites WitH HpM

The Electresafe® Powercentre 
USB combines the functions 
of the MCB and RCD into one 
module - an RCBO - which 
creates space for a dual 
4.2A USB charger. Now you 
can charge all of your USB 
devices at maximum charging 
capacity without blocking any of the 
powerpoint outlets.

HPM is dedicated to keeping you safe on the 
construction site. The potential for electrocution 
is very much a reality in the construction 
industry due to the nature of tools and machinery 
that are used on a daily basis. HPM has provided 
a solution to this hazard with their range of 
Electresafe® Powercentres which feature both 
MCB and RCD functions to ensure an immediate 
termination of power supply if the circuit is 
compromised. This could be anything from a 
circuit overload to cutting through a power lead. 
HPM has got you covered.

The Electresafe® Powercentre is the first line 
of defence against electrocution. The in-built 
safety switch will trip within 30 thousandths of 
a second if supply neutral is lost. A-type RCD 
protects supply against AC earth fault currents 
and pulsating DC fault currents. Includes two 
double power points with safety shutters for 
extra safety. 

Electresafe® 
Powercentre USB

Electresafe®

Powercentre 10A and 15A

Complies with AS/NZS 3012 standard for Electrical Installations - Construction and demolition sites.
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www.laddersolutions.co.nz

PLATFORM/
PODIUM 
LADDERS

FIBREGLASS 
STEP/EXTENSION 
LADDER

FIBREGLASS 
EXTENSION 
LADDERS

Platforms/podium ladders 
are one of the preferred 

methods for working at height, 
available in aluminium and fi breglass. 

Can’t fi nd your 
ladder here, 
have a look in 
our catalogue

Optional 
safety gate and 
tool tray

Optional wheel kit
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STEP/EXTENSION 

Extension
ladder

Optional 
accessories

Fixed 
feet

Poll 
chain

Swivel 
foot

Cable hook 
V rung

Leather 
Beck

Extension
ladder

Can’t fi nd your 
ladder here, 

Stairway 
ladder

Four times the safety!
Skellerup’s latest version of the Quatro range of insulated 

gumboots is the new Quatro Safety gumboot with a penetration 

resistant midsole. Avilable in knee and calf length, the Quatro 

Safety now incorporates a penetration resistant steel midsole, 

whilst still featuring the 360 SureGrip nitrile rubber outsole, proven 

UV resistant rubber shell, Quatro ComfortForm steel toecap and 

hard wearing anti-bacterial moisture wicking lining.

www.skellerup.co.nz

activity in the construction industry across the country. 
“We’re starting to see more and more customers come into 

stores asking specifi cally for the Quatro Safety gumboot. Word of 
mouth around the Quatro is defi nitely driving its popularity and the 
addition of a penetration resistant steel midsole now makes them 
suitable for a wide range of working environments.”

WHERE BUILDING HAPPENS, SAFETY FOLLOWS
Speaking to suppliers and retailers about areas where there has been 
a noticeable increase in work and therefore sales, the usual suspects 
of Auckland and Christchurch came up but there have been other 
areas showing steady improvements for some time. 

Blackwoods Protector Senior Category Manager for Safety, Phil 
Th omson, mentions areas such as Tauranga as one area that have 
been seeing steady improvement for some time, as well as the 
increased activity in Auckland and Christchurch. 

“Safety is a very regulated industry and as such, as the work load 
increases so does the activity amongst the safety suppliers. We are a 
numbers business and need people in work to utilise our PPE gear. 
Some sectors are currently certainly better than others. 

“Th e construction sector, along with the dairy, transport, 
petrochemical, oil & gas are all in good shape while the 
manufacturing sector is defi nitely on the decline, mirrored by our 
own sales to this sector.”

Four times the safety!
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For more information visit:
www.miteknz.co.nz

Roof Edge Protection 
and Working Platforms
    Easily erected on building sites regardless
    of ground terrain

    No vertical support posts to restrict 
    accessibility and construction around the site

    New Zealand-made steel components for 
    durability and reliable performance

    Packs down into compact volume for 
    transportation and storage

    Accommodates a range of roof pitch and 
    overhangs while maintaining required 
    safety standards

Available from leading Building Supply 
Merchants throughout New Zealand

Working towards a  
safer workplace
As part of WorkSafe New Zealand’s efforts to increase 

awareness around potential injuries, more than 350 

Canterbury rebuild construction workers spent the early 

hours of 12 May learning how to keep themselves and others 

from being seriously injured or killed while working around 

excavations. Excavations are a major component of the rebuild 

work and are one of the top priority areas in Canterbury for 

WorkSafe New Zealand. 

“If not planned or carried out correctly, excavations on 

construction sites can be extremely hazardous and may lead 

to serious injury or death,” says WorkSafe’s Canterbury Rebuild 

Health & Safety Programme Director, Kathryn Heiler.

“We want to help workers and construction companies get up 

to speed as quickly as possible on how they can work safely in 

hazardous environments, such as working around excavations,” 

she says.

www.worksafe.govt.nz 

Many of the contributors to this piece also mentioned the increase 
in demand for safety equipment is a real positive as there was 
certainly a lag felt between permits being put in for work and the 
actual activity.

SAFETY – LIFTING YOU HIGHER
One specific area that has seen significant growth is height safety. 
MiTek is one company that has seen this growth as an opportunity 
and the company’s National Hardware & Regional Manager, Tony 
Castledine, says the focus the company has placed on this subject 
since 2012 is bearing fruit with the BOWMAC Scaffold System.

He attributes this directly to ongoing workplace safety scrutiny 
at site level: “Over the last 12 months or more, the residential 
construction industry has been targeted by MBIE in regards to 
improvements on working at height safety, and specifically the 
prevention of falling from heights on building sites.”

Phil Thomson at Blackwoods Protector also talks about 
the increasing awareness in height safety and the measures 
that need to be taken around the topic: “Height safety is one 
category where the ‘rules’ have changed and the awareness 
amongst building contractors and other sub-contractors has also 
changed dramatically.  Once a roofer could run around on a roof 
unprotected, now the requirements are very different and workers 
must be protected at all times.”  
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