
auto & accessories 

IT COULD BE argued that there has been little to report from the 
auto accessories category for some time. 

In fact, the word from some players in the industry has been 
that, apart from the regular polishes, paints and oils, the world 
of auto accessories is shrinking. 

With modern cars increasingly coming with high-quality 
accessories and options already installed, the easy sales of the 
past – fl uff y seat covers, fl oor mats and cup holders – are a 
much harder sell these days. 

To get an idea of what auto accessories are still doing well in 
2016 we spoke to a specialist in the area. A clearly very busy 
Supercheap Auto manager did take some time out to share 
with us some surprising insights into the products that are 
doing well.

He started with surveillance – also known as dashcams 
– as � e Big New Category of the last 12 months: “Sales of 

surveillance products have been getting far more common. And 
they have g-sensors in them so, if you are crashed into, they will 
turn on. I guess a lot of people are increasingly worried about 
the dishonesty of others...”

Despite their inclusion in many new cars, reversing cameras 
have also been doing well for this Supercheap store which 
reports enquiries from people who’ve got hooked on the 
convenience of the feature once they see it in action either in a 
friend’s car or even a rental.

Another surprise for this retailer in recent months has been 
the increasing number of enquiries around car navigation, a 
category that has been squeezed pretty tight with the increasing 
ubiquity of GPS-enabled smartphones.

“I don’t know why really but navigation does seem to be 
making a comeback. We don’t even have any in-store but we get 
asked about it all the time,” he says ruefully.

Another recent focus for our Supercheap store is its paint 
mixing business which, our source reveals, is seen by the 
company as one useful way to future proof for the most 
signifi cant event in the automotive industry, the shift from gas 
powered cars to electric. 

While understandably reluctant to give away any more details 
than that, our source says that the word from Supercheap 
head offi  ce across the ditch is that the chain is planning to stay 

Get READY for change
For our auto & accessories round-up we 
gather some of the latest products in the 
category and also spread our feelers out for 
news of the wider auto industry.

Add the WD-40 
Specialists to your tool box
The WD-40 Specialist products are a range of specialised 

cleaners, lubricants and grease products formulated to give 

trade professionals the performance they need to get those 

demanding jobs done right. Naturally, you can still rely on 

the trusty WD-40 Multi-Use Product, but can now add WD-40 

Specialist to your tool box for all those jobs requiring a specifi c 

solution. 

www.eproducts.co.nz

All in the family with Matson
Tridon has recently acquired Matson, a leading manufacturer 

and supplier of quality battery related products. Gary Storms at 

Tridon tells us: “It’s a perfect match. Both companies are family 

owned and share the same great values and culture. The Matson 

product range is extensive and perfectly complements the Tridon 

range of quality products.”

Designed for the tradesperson in the industrial, automotive 

and commercial markets the Matson range includes battery 

chargers, jump starters, inverters to terminals and crimpers.

Trusted by professional users, the Matson product range is 

constantly growing to bring professional customers new and 

innovative products, designed to make the task easier, faster and safer.

www.tridon.co.nz
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Fresh to the auto accessories category is this substantial set of 

additions to the line-up from Griffi ths Equipment. Take the Odor 
Buster Auto Fogger which is specially formulated to handle 

moisture accumulation and odours in automotive air conditioning 

systems and in particular mould, mildew, pet smells and tobacco 

smoke.

The new Jelly Belly Car Vent Air Freshener range is shaped like a 

jelly bean, but is actually a hollow vessel that releases a long-lasting 

fragrance to all occupants of the vehicle. Scents include Bubble Gum, 

Tangerine, Blueberry, Cherry and Green Apple. 

K-Seal Ultimate Head Gasket Repair is the quick & easy way to 

repair Head Gaskets. It works in minutes, enabling stricken motorists 

to get back on the road with very little cost incurred and is suitable 

for use with all water cooled engines.

Michelin Car Accessories feature two foot pumps and a handy 

tyre pressure gauge. The two foot pump models mimic the look of a 

rubber tyre; available in a single cylinder version and a twin-cylinder 

for pumping air into tyres in greater volume. Handy in any glovebox 

is the digital tyre depth and pressure gauge, ideal for any motorist or 

the workshop where accurate tread depth and PSI readings need to 

be measured.

Rain-X Water Repellent for plastic screens is ideal for 

motorcyclists, effectively clearing rain and spray from helmet visors 

and goggles, It works equally well on home showers fi tted with 

plastic panels and plastic boat screens.

www.griffi thsequipment.co.nz

A bumper line-up for Gri�  ths
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T: 09 259 4327 
F: 09 259 4326

www.tridon.co.nz

MPM 8939 1016

Matson Quality  
Automotive Accessories

relevant when the change comes.
“� ere are defi nitely plans in place and we are monitoring the 

industry and are looking a decade ahead because this [electric] is 
defi nitely coming.”

And if you have any doubts about the veracity of this, it was 
agreed how the signage for electric vehicle charging stations will 
look in June this year. 

The signage was developed by the Christchurch City 

Council with approval from the NZ Transport Agency 
following on the Government’s Electric Vehicle Programme 
announced in May. 

� e target of the Government’s programme is to double the 
number of electric vehicles on New Zealand roads each year to 
reach 64,000 by 2021. 

� e latest initiative of the program is the Low Emission 
Vehicles Contestable Fund that will off er “up to 50 per cent 
funding towards projects that will demonstrate and showcase 
low emission vehicle technologies in high-profi le, visible ways 
that will help to popularise these technologies, and to fund 
projects that can be implemented relatively quickly.”

Time to gear up for the electric revolution perhaps?  

Aerofast has 
loose loads well covered
The Aerofast Heavy Duty Mesh Cargo Net is a godsend for 

anyone hoping to secure loose trailers loads keeping both 

large and small items safely in place in transit such as tools and 

supplies, garden rubbish, fi rewood and household paraphernalia.

Aerofast cargo nets come with eight easy to use Camlock 

straps as well as a perimeter bungee cord to ensure quick and 

easy securing to trailers and utes. High quality anti-snag fabric 

makes it easy to cover loads and the mesh allows the wind to 

go through so it won’t fl ap and rip like tarpaulins. The cargo net 

measures 2.6 x 1.8m to fi t trailers up to 8’ x 5’.

www.aerofast.co.nz

Aerofast has 

Preval Sprayer: 
touch-ups made easy
The Preval Sprayer is an aerosol-based spray system that allows 

the user to mix up any paint, chemical or solution and turn it into 

sprayable material through Preval’s patented Venturri Vacuum 

Process. This process draws the medium from the attached 

reservoir and delivers a professional-grade fi nish on virtually any 

surface without mixing the propellant and medium together. 

This results in an unadulterated fi nish with no colour change. 

The Preval Spray Gun is a convenient and easy to use professional 

grade spray system. It dispenses nearly 

any paint, formula or solution and its 

versatility makes it useful for projects from 

automotive to arts and crafts and every 

industry in between.

www.smitsgroup.co.nz

“We are monitoring the industry and are 
looking a decade ahead because this 
[electric] is definitely coming”
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More hard news
more often!

We’ve created a new website to deliver you more content, more often.
Our new site is easier to navigate with articles sorted into categories so you 

can fi nd the content you want to read, faster.
It is also looks great on your mobile or tablet device!

Go and check it out!

hardwarejournal.co.nz
8777 HW New Website.indd   1 25/01/16   11:35 AM


